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EDITORIAL

THE present number of TIE AYLESFORD REVIEW is pub-
lished to mark the re-dedication of the Sanceuary of the Blessed
Virgin and St Simon Stock at Aylesford after the completion of
its restoration, The celebrations will cxtend over the three days
July 1dth to 18th, beghming with the celebration of High Mass
on the feast of our Lady of Mount Carmel (July 16th) by the
Prior-Generzl of the Carmelite Order in the prasence of most
af the brethren from the Order’s houses in Fnglnd and Wales
and many of the Fathers from all countries whe will have been
atcending the General Chapter of the Order in Rome.

Those chiefly eesponsible for the recovery ané restoration of
this house of religion are entitled to say, though 2 proper reticence
would forbid them to do so, Si monumentum guaeris, circumspice;
and we offer them our respectful congratulations. It is also firting
te record here the name of the gifted architect, the late Adrian
Gilbert Scotr, M, whese vision of a great shrine ‘or the worship
of pilgrims has been brought to completion by Lis son Mr An-
thony Scott, assisted by Mr Percy Kirchen, his devored foreman,
and a host of workers who would prefer to shelter under the
anonymicy that hides the church builders of former days. Opera
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magazine now enjoys a high reputation among the Hrerary
pericdicals of this country, and is subseribed to by a growing
numnber of universitics, especially in the Unived States. It is rather
different from the usual run of periodicals published under
religicus auspices, and partly for that reason has a large non-
Catholic readership, Along with the more specialised Carmelus,
published by the Carmelite Institute in Rome, it helps to main-
tain the Order’s reputation for learning and culture, and demon-
strates that an ancient religious order can be genuinely ‘involved’
in the thought and aspirations of the contemporary world.
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Such is the general pattern of life at Avlesford, which takes
place against the unchanging background of the Divine Office
and the traditional ohservances of monastic life.

In July of this vear will take place the consceration of the aloars
of the new shrine and final rededication of this ancient house of
religion. This will be a great occasion, with the Bishop of the
diocese presiding. The celebrations will be spread over three days.
On Friday July 16th, the frast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
High Mass will be celebrated by the Prior General of the Order;
on Saturday the 17th the Bishop of the diocese will hold an
Ordmation; and on Sunday the 18th, at the consceration of the
altars, the preacher will be the Cardinal Archbishep of West-
1Ti1STEL.

This solemn triduum, which will be attended by mauy of the
Carmelite Fathers from the General Chapter in Rome, and by a
largre number of secular clergy, will mark che completion of the
restoration of Avlestord.

What of the futurc: This we cannet foresce, But nobody can
fail to recognise in the return to the Carmelite Order of this
hallowed spot, after its four hundred years in alien hands, the
workings of the Providence of God and the powerful protection
of the Blessed Virgin, This gives us a humble confidence that
there is 2 great work for souls to be done hers. "The glory of this
latter house shall be greater than the former, saith the Lord of
hosts: and in this place Twill give peace.” (Hapgai, 11, 9)
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An Ancient Carmelite Church in Scotland

THE REVEREND JOHIN RITODES

OF ALL THE MEDIEVAL CARMELITE HOUSES i1 Great Britain onlv
one building remains whicl is 1 nse for Chtistian worship, Most
have disappeared altogethor; some, such as Avlesford, have boen
zebuilt and reconscerated on the old foundations; but ar South
Queensterry on the Firth of Torth the ligle Priory Church of
Qur Lady of Mount Carmel still stands, shom of its domestic
buildings and withowor its nave, bue othsrwise looking much as it
did when the friars firse built it over five hundred Yoars ago, e
Tt was some time in the fonrtcenth century thar the Carmclite
Order settled in Queensterry. To the noreh of the church a ling
of ruck_s, stretching out o the waters of the Firth, shows rraces
of cutting to form a landing stage for ferryboats and other
vessels. With their known assaciation with fords and ferriss, 5+
scemns certan that the friars were the ferrvmen of Quﬁﬂ':sf'er,rv:
Perhaps also they ran a hostel for rravellors delayed by bad
weathor, e
hﬂﬂ:;it:;ﬁ:ld;ngs ‘l.‘iL"-:& :cc.ml:_c_:l:ar}'—_‘-.-.rrmden shack:; and pent-
t 1 1447 James Dundas of Dundas, the local laird
ave a prece of land “for the church of St Mary the Virein and for
;Hc construction of certain buildings to be erected there in the
{.j:rrn.‘;_l of a monastery.” Even mors generously he pave the money
r:}rt ]; :ssifljd;?%;; ::21 ;._ ii'._}i_gfthat ﬁrfly:i_;. ht:’ S&E-d for the repc_)sz:
6 g o zclhy b it and B _.:!l]lll_}’.,,ﬂ request which
3 gain respected and complied with),
s fr?f:,ni_{ﬁ G:;i;ied t:.-.ﬁ!l a luzndjref y-;iafs later Scotl:m:i accepted
huﬁdings Wore mot cfe:grm: -M‘ELT?;? : rfgrﬁ: A closed; ! but the
fan1j]}r ufDuﬁdaq‘ el t E: n?.a, They were given back into the
T o undas, 1ch had originally btru!t and endowed them.
% lowever, did not mean that the Priory Chuseh cont i
N use as a house of God. On the tary, | crsgnl by
cing put to "-’FIE'i.L'l'I.l‘: usek-a' 1 liquL C'.:)m;m?-}.’ iy deslmzmz-:-d b’:;
st Ror Ehn ,;.]; SLIC ) "ﬁle.il storehouse and 2 blacksmith’s
bl gy E:.r}ﬁmlig lances and sancruaty- were reserved ag a
ers of the family and so saved from dese—
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wore said and the buﬁding Tegained hr[cﬂ}-' its position 25 2 P]RCF
of worship.

In :8%¢ a saintly Prelate of the Scots Episcopal Church, Jobn
Troweden, ]:is-_";f:-p L}dei]]hu?gh, ook stops to recover the buﬂﬁ.‘h}g
for regular use as a houss ol God, where worship would be effered
to him and his sacraments adnunistered. The bishon's cftorts were
successtul and since thas date a pricst has been in charge of the
building, ministering to the needs of 2 small but faithful congre-
gation, baptising, celsbraring the Holy Mvsterics, saying or
singing the offices, according to the rites of the Seattish (Episcopal)
Praver Book.

The old building has been beanrifully restored and refurnished.
An alrar stands in the Sanctuary bencath the old cast window, its
]cw:.‘.[j,' frontals the work of Mres Mary Ozanne, who bas made
vestments for the Archbishop of Canterbury. Matching the
frontals are the priests’ vestments, ncluding a bust white chasuble
which TRCOTROTALES ooder, cmbroidercd parla:]:i of the crest of the
Carmzlite Order.

The south transept forms a spacions baptistery; irs window,
filled with painted glass in memery of an cighteenth century
Countess of Bure, c'f{‘.l_'ricts the Assumotion of Blessed Mary. The
lower half shows her serrounded b}'_ the z'Lp-:rEEiﬁs of our Lﬂl'd;
the upper half shows her bemg received into Heaver by her
civing Son. In chis pare of the church also the Holy Sacrament
is reserved inan ancent awmbry,

Probalbly the ebject in the Priory Church of most interest o
readers of this Review is the painting of the Scapular Vision,
which h:mgs om the nerth side of the chancel arch, This oil paint-
ing by Donald Gerrie, placed in the church in ros2, depicts St
Simon Stock kneslng before cur Lady of Mount Carmel, who
places her hand in blessing on his scapular. She sits in a paviion
looking out across a strip of water which represcnts the Firth of
Forth: and in the harbour on the furtier side 1s 2 livtle feerv-boat.
This is a painting of the Scapular Vision with local associations,
teaching us that the Blessed Virgin is our patren and holy Mocher,
whersver we may be, for we are all one in the service of her Son
and in the fellowship of the Saints. The artist has emphasiscd this
Ly in::]urling alse in his }_'.-::.intiﬂg St Margaret of Scotland, Patron-
ess of the Royal Burgh of Queensferry, to which she gave her
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narme; St Margarct points to our Lady, the lesser saint directing
our atterition to the greater.

The painting forms a shrine of our Lady, bang Hanked by two
wrought iron wall-candlesticks, Before it stands a vase of flowers,
especially at the Patronal Festival on July 16th, when the whols
church is filled with roses, emblem of the Mystic Rose who bors
for us the Blessed Jesus, Savionr of the world, Those whe worship
in the Priory Clurch at South Queensferry to-day arc not Car-
melites, but (like all Anglicans) they honour and revere the Haly
Mother of God for het supreme virtues of obedicnce, humility,
and love, At the Patronal Festival @ special hymn is sung for the
offertory at the Eucharist, ending with these words:

Carmelites, who built this Priory
marked for us a path to tread,;

Grant thar we may ever follow
Where their hely steps have led,

: All 1:1_:13 year 1_'01:11-:?, f'jz_-t most mffﬂl in the sununer, many come
trom all over the world to this Priory Chureh and shrine of our
Lady. They are invited to regard their visit as 2 mlerintage and
to pray, in this hely place, for the reunion of Christ’s Holy
Church. :

The Litery Criticism of T. S. Eliot; its source
and tenets

BRENMNAN HILL, O.Cart.

1—] . Euor’s Lterary criticism, wich its chameteristic ideal of
clucidation of art and the correction of taste’, skands as a manifesto
1or a new era of eritical thought. It laid the axc to the oot of a
type of mincteenth century eriticism, which judged literacure by
* vague mmer voice' and which utered encomiums zbour
aut%m_r_s, and platirudes abour the ‘appreciation” of Lrerature. Tt
EAve mpertus €0 2 “new criticism’, which, though it weuld divide



